_  /Y~  ^ 

PROVINCE    OF    ONTARIO. 


FINANCIAL   STATEMENT 


OF   THE 


HON.    ADAM    CROOKS, 


PROVINCIAL    TREASURER, 


TO   THE 


LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  16,  1877. 


TORONTO : 
PRINTED  BY  HUNTER,   ROSE  &  CO.,  25  WELLINGTON    STREET, 

1877. 


PROVINCE    OF    ONTAKIO. 


FINANCIAL    STATEMENT 


OF   THE 


HON.    ADAM    CBOOKS, 

PROVINCIAL    TREASURER, 


TO   THE 


LEGISLATIVE  ASSEMBLY,  JAN.  16,  1877. 


Mr.  Speaker, — I  rise  to  make  the  formal  motion  that  you  do  now 
leave  the  chair,  in  order  that  I  may  take  the  opportunity  of  placing 
before  the  House  the  financial  position  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  as  it 
stood  on  the  last  day  of  1876.  I  am  fortunate  on  this  occasion,  in 
being  able  to  refer  to  our  financial  position  as  of  the  last  day  of  the 
calendar  year  just  closed.  I  shall  not  be  able  to  place  the  formal  state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  1870,  before  the  House, 
until  after  the  lapse  of  a  few  days,  but,  in  connection  with  any  ex- 
planatory observations  of  mine  on  the  estimates  now  before  the  House, 
I  propose,  firstly,  to  explain  to  the  House,  and  through  the  House  to 
the  country,  what  the  position  of  the  Province  of  Ontario  was  in  re- 
spect of  what  may  be  termed  the  surplus  of  assets  over  liabilities  at 
the  close  of  the  year  1876.  A  reference  to  the  statement  which  I  pre- 
sented last  session,  will  show  what  have  been  the  operations  of  1876, 
with  reference  to  this  question  of  the  surplus  of  assets  over  liabilities.  In 
the  statement  which  I  presented  last  session  the  gross  surplus,  having 
regard  to  our  then  assets  over  liabilities,  as  of  the  30th  September,  1875, 
was  shown  to  be  $5,096,376.84  of  an  excess  of  assets  over  liabilities.  Hon. 
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members  will  be  glad  to  understand  that,  notwithstanding  the  legislation 
of  last  session,  in  the  direction  of  making  further  grants  to  railways,  which 
added  nearly  half  a  million  of  dollars  to  our  liabilities  over  and  above 
the  liabilities  as  they  appeared  in  my  statement  of  last  session,  the 
surplus  remains  almost  at  as  large  an  amount  as  it  was  on  the  30th  Sep- 
tember, 1875.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  will  find  that,  notwithstanding 
this  large  additional  charge  for  liabilities  imposed  by  the  railway 
legislation  of  last  session,  on  the  31st  December,  1876,  this  Province 
occupied  the  proud  position  of  being  able  to  rejoice  in  the  possession  of 
a  surplus  of  $4,873,203.25.  If  hon.  members  will  look  into 
the  particulars  of  my  former  statement,  they  will  find  the  gross 
assets  on  the  30th  September,  1875,  amounted  to  $7,790,578.37, 
while  our  total  assets  as  of  the  31st  December,  1876,  are  $6,858,811.30  ; 
and  our  liabilities  have  been  reduced  in  a  corresponding  proportion.  Our 
liabilities,  as  they  stand  on  the  31st  December,  1876,  are  $1,985,608.05, 
while  on  the  30th  September,  1875,  they  amounted  to  $2,694,201.53. 
We  have  been,  in  other  words,  improving  our  position  by  a  sum  of 
nearly  $300,000  :  for  while  our  assets  have  been  reduced  by  $900,000, 
and  our  liabilities  by  $700,000,  half  a  million  has  been  added  to  the 
latter.  Subsequent  to  my  statement  in  reference  to  the  position  of  the 
Province  on  the  30th  September,  1875,  I  entered  with  much  detail  into 
an  explanation  of  our  different  assets,  and  of  the  per  contra  of  our 
liabilities,  not  only  when  I  last  addressed  the  House,  but  also  in  intro- 
ducing the  estimates  for  the  previous  year  (1875).  Those  explanations 
of  mine  are  permanently  on  record,  and  I  do  not  propose  on  this  occa- 
sion to  cover  the  same  ground.  It  became  necessary  on  the  two  occa- 
sions to  which  I  have  referred,  to  be  extremely  explicit  in  these  expla- 
nations, as  it  did  not  appear  that  either  hon.  members  or  the  country 
were  in  possession  of  detailed  information  on  these  points  ;  but  there 
can  be  no  question  that  on  the  31st  December,  1876,  the  true  position 
of  the  Province  of  Ontario,  assuming  that  one  was  to  consider  its  posi- 
tion as  if  one  were  examining  into  the  affairs  of  any  private  society,  was 
of  this  favourable  character,  and  that  the  Province  was  in  possession  of 
a  surplus  of  assets  amounting  to  very  little  under  five  millions  of  dollars. 
I  may  mention  in  connection  with  this,  that  there  has  been  a  very  large 
reduction  in  connection  with  that  legislation,  the  direct  object  of  which 
was  to  reduce  our  surplus.       When  Mr.  Blake  proposed  an  addition 
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to  the  Railway  Fund  and  also  created   the  Railway   Subsidy    Fund, 
in  1872,  and  when  the  present  leader  of  the  Government  proposed  his 
very  large  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  the  surplus  fund  of  the  Pro- 
vince among  the  municipalities,  it  was  thought  the  effect  would  have 
been  to  force  the  country  to  disturb  some  portion  of  its  invested  surplus  \ 
but  I  am  happy  to  say  that  not  a  single  dollar  of  our  securities  invested 
in  Dominion  Stock  and  Debentures  bearing  interest,  has  in  any  way 
been  dealt  with.     They  have  remained  in  the  same  tranquil  position 
ever  since  I  have  been  Treasurer  of  the  Province,  and  there  has  been  no 
necessity  for  disturbing  them,  and  I  feel  sure  there  will  be  none  until 
the  day  when  the  principal  becomes  due  and  we  are  called  upon  to  rea- 
lize it.     We  have  had  more  than  $500,000  standing  to  our  credit  since 
December,  at  interest  in  the  different  banks,  and  immediately  afterwards 
the  large  sum  of  nearly  two-thirds  of  a  million  dollars  comes  to  us  semi- 
annually from   Dominion  payments.     So  that  hon.  members  and  the 
country  can  be  satisfied  that  not  a  single  dollar  of  what  represents  the  se- 
curities of  this  Province  has  been  disturbed,  and  I  am  in  hopes  that,  when 
my  tenure  of  this  office  ceases,  I  may  be  able  to  hand  over  these  invest- 
ments in  the  Dominion  of  Canada  securities  intact  to  my  successor.    (Ap- 
plause.)   I  may  at  once  show  hon.  members  what  has  been  done  in  using 
the  funds  which  were  available  as  special  deposits  and  on  current  account 
in  different  banks.     I  will  at  the  same  time  show  how  very  rapidly  we 
have  been  enabled  to  discharge  all  the  additional  liabilities  I  have  men- 
tioned, because  when  we  turn  to  the  statement  of  the  30th  September, 
1875,  we  find  that  the  amount  still  unpaid  upon  the  Railway  Aid  Fund 
was  $941,258,  while  what  now  remains  to  be  paid  is   $498,762.35  — 
about  half  the  amount.     We  have  discharged  the  different  grants  upcn 
the  Railway  Subsidy  Fund,  so  that  on  the   31st   December  last,  only 
$198,356.10  of  the  yearly  credits  to  that  fund  remained,   and  we  have 
almost  discharged  our  obligations  to  the  municipalties  in  connection 
with  the  distribution  of  the  surplus,  so  that,  out  of  $3,115,733.66  of 
principal  money,  we  have  paid  up  to  the  31st  December  no  less  than 
$2,672,050.46  leaving  the  moderate  amount  of  $443,683.20  to  be  paid 
over  to  those  municipalities  who  have  not  yet  drawn  their  share  of  the 
surplus.     Hon.  Members  will  find  that,  in  connection  with  the  opera 
tions  of  the  year  1876,  I  am  able  also  to  submit  a  satisfactory  statement. 
If  the  Public  Accounts  were  before  hon.  members,  they  would,  of  course, 
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be  able  to  see  the  details,  but  I  propose  now  to  give  the  gross  results  of 
the  operations  of  the  Treasury  Department  for  1876 — first  the  actual 
receipts,  and  then  the  actual  expenditures.     The  returns  of  the  receipts 
of  1876  show  the  large  amount  of  12,579,980.38,  while  the  amount 
which  I  ventured  to  estimate  would  be  received  was  $2,350,000,  so  that 
the  excess  of  the  actual  receipts  over  my  estimated  receipts  amounted 
to  $229,980  38  ;  while,  in  connection  with  the  expenditure  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  actual  expenditure  was  under  the  appropriations  authorised 
by  the  House.   The  actual  expenditure  for  1876  was  $2,237,145,  whereas 
I  had  estimated  for  an  expenditure  of  $2,360,317.     If  we  take  these 
two  differences — the  amount  of  actual  receipts  over  estimated  receipts 
and  of  actual  expenditures  under  estimated  expenditures — we  have  a 
surplus  representing  the   operations  of  1876  of  $353,152.38.     (Hear, 
hear. )      It  may  be  worth  while  to  refer  to  some  particulars  in  connec" 
tion  with  both  these  heads.     So  far  as  the  actual  receipts  are  concerned, 
there -is  an  item  here  which  I  did  not  take  into  account  in  making  my 
estimates.    In  estimating  the  receipts  at  $2,350,000,  I  based  the  amount 
on  the  ordinary  sources  from  which  we  derive  our  revenue,  but  the  actual 
receipts  comprise  a  sum  of  $113,444  received  from  municipalities,  in  con- 
nection with  the  new  debt.     The  other  items  of  receipts  also  exceed  the 
estimates  I  made.    In  the  Crown  Lands  Department,  for  instance,  which 
represents  of  course  a  very  large  figure  of  our  receipts,  over  and  above 
what  is  derived  from  Dominion  payments,  I  find  that  the  actual  receipts 
under  ail  the  different  heads — Crown  Lands  and  Woods  and  Forests — 
were  $640,000,  while  my  estimate  was  only  $588,000.     I  have  a  state- 
ment.from  the  Department,  which  on  another  occasion  it  may  be  interest- 
ing to  refer  to,  which  shows  how  very  closely  indeed  the  estimate  sof  the 
Department  have  been  followed  by  the  actual  results  in  the  receipts  of 
the  different  years.     I  refer  to  this  for  the  purpose  of  letting  hon.  mem- 
bers understand  that  these  Crown  Lands  estimates  are  not  conjectural, 
or  at  all  likely  to  be  wide  of  the  mark,  but  based  upon  a  very  careful 
calculation  on  the  part  of  the  Department.     The  statement  I  refer  to  is  a 
summary,  showing  the  receipts  of  the  Department  of  Crown  Lands  for 
the  year  1872  to  1876,  inclusive,  covering  both  Crown  Lands  and  Woods 
and  Forests.    Taking  these  two  different  heads  of  receipts,  one  finds  that 
this  is  the  average  result — the  estimated  receipts  from  Lands  for  the 
five  years  averaged  $272,400,  while  the  actual  collections  amounted  on 
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an  average  to  $255,600.  So,  from  Woods  and  Forests  the  average  esti- 
mate for  five  years  was  $542,800,  and  the  average  collections  reached 
$555,000.  The  total  estimated  receipts  averaged  $815,200,  and  the  total 
actual  receipts  $810,000.  As  to  Lauds,  the  yearly  deficiency  in  collec- 
tions as  compared  with  estimates  averaged  $3,360;  and,  as  to  Woods  and 
Forests,  the  average  yearly  excess  in  collections  over  estimates  amounted 
to  $2,440.  I  have  endeavoured  therefore  to  estimate  the  receipts  from 
Crown  Lands  Department  by  such  information  as  has  been  furnished  me 
by  the  Department,  which,  as  this  summary  shows,  has  in  the  past 
been  found  to  be  nearly  identical  with  the  actual  receipts.  Com- 
ing then  to  some  of  the  items  of  Expenditure  for  1876,  hon.  mem- 
bers will  find,  when  the  detailed  statement  is  before  them,  that  the 
principal  difference  between  the  appropriations  and  the  amount 
actually  expended  is  made  up  of  small  sums  in  connection  with  the 
different  appropriations.  There  is  but  one  item  in  which  the  difference 
is  larger  than  would  be  represented  by  ten  thousand  dollars,  and  that 
is  the  item  for  the  Immigration  service,  where  there  has  been  a  consi- 
derable saving  on  the  amount  appropriated  last  Session.  The  amount 
is  sufficiently  large  to  justify  me  in  particularising  it.  The  chief  saving 
has  been  upon  the  item  of  advances  in  reduction  of  the  cost  of  the  pas- 
sages of  immigrants.  For  this  purpose  $25,000  was  appropriated,  and 
only  $2,160  was  expended.  The  other  items  in  which  there  has  been 
an  under  expenditure  are  items  which  are  within  ten  thousand  dollars, 
and  most  of  them  are  very  insignificant,  but  the  total  result  is,  as  I  have 
mentioned,  a  saving  of  actual  expenditures  as  against  the  appropriations 
of  $123,1 72. 

Mr.  Meredith. — Is  it  a  matter  for  congratulation  that  there  are  so 
few  immigrants  coming  to  the  country  1 

Hon.  Mr.  Crooks. — The  subject,  sir,  is  rather  a  large  one,  and  per- 
haps the  hon.  gentleman  will  excuse  my  discussing  it  at  present,  as  I  am 
anxious  to  discharge  my  duty  in  as  concise  terms  as  possible.  (Applause.) 
The  next  point  is,  what  is  asked  of  the  House  in  the  Estimates  for  1877, 
and  what  ordinary  revenue  I  propose  to  rely  upon.  The  Estimates  show 
that  a  gross  total  of  $2,540,223.10  is  asked  for  the  service  of  1877,  but 
that  amount  represents  three  different  classes  of  items  :  firstly,  expen- 
diture on  current  account  for  carrying  on  the  ordinary  services  of  the 
country ;  next,  expenditure  on  capital  account  for  new  erections  and  ad- 
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ditions  to  those  institutions  which  now  exist ;  and  the  other,  cross  en- 
tries in  the  Public  Accounts.  The  amount  asked  on  current  account 
is  under  that  voted  for  the  year  1876  for  the  like  purpose.  The 
Estimates  for  1876  authorised  an  expenditure  on  current  ac- 
count amounting  to  $2,024,876.91,  while  what  is  now  proposed  is 
$1,983,752.82.  A  difference,  however,  arises  on  capital  account,  for 
which  an  expenditure  of  $284,130.94  was  voted  for  1876,  while  we 
ask  for  1877  an  amount  of  $432,927.14,  and  it  is  chiefly  in  that  particu- 
lar, and  that  alone,  that  the  Estimates  for  1877  exceed  those  of  1876. 
If  one  looks  at  the  different  heads  of  service  which  will  absorb  the  cur- 
rent expenditure,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  difference  is  not  very  great  in 
reference  to  any  Department.  There  is  a  slight  excess  in  1877  in  the 
Department  of  Civil  Government — something  like  $4,000.  In  Educa- 
tion, there  is  an  increase  this  Session,  the  particular  causes  of  which 
will  be  explained  when  the  items  are  before  the  Committee.  For  Pub- 
lic Institutions  there  is  a  larger  amount  by  $4,000,  the  sum  asked  for 
Immigration  is  less,  and  in  regard  to  Agriculture  and  Arts  the  amount 
is  almost  identical.  For  Hospitals  and  Charities  and  Miscellaneous 
Expenditure,  the  amounts  are  less.  When  we  come  to  the  other  items, 
involving  expenditure  on  capital  account  in  the  Public  Works  Depart- 
ment, and  expenditures  for  Colonization  Roads,  we  find  the  total  repre- 
sents a  considerable  increase,  although  the  appropriation  for  1876  for 
Colonization  Roads  exceeds  that  proposed  to  be  asked  during  this 
Session. 

Having,  then,  this  amount  of  $2,540,000  for  which  to  ask  appropri- 
ations, I  do  not  propose  to  enter  upon  any  minute  estimate  of  the  re- 
ceipts for  the  present  year.  These  receipts  are,  as  I  have  often  said, 
chiefly  fixed.  It  is  not  my  duty,  and  I  hope  it  may  never  be  the  duty 
of  any  future  Treasurer,  to  propose  a  scheme  in  the  shape  of  a  budget. 
The  duty  of  the  Treasurer  here  is  simply  to  lay  information  as  to  the 
transactions  of  one  year  before  the  House,  and  to  make  provision  for 
the  coming  year  \  but  the  funds  for  that  purpose  have  hitherto  been 
more  than  ample,  and  we  have  been  able  to  raise  a  surplus  equal 
to  nearly  five  million  dollars  out  of  our  receipts.  The  resources 
on  which  the  receipts  for  1877  are  based,  are  the  old  sources  from  which 
we  have  in  past  years  derived  a  large  portion  of  our  income.  The  only 
item  subject  to  much  fluctuation  from  one  year  to  another — though  not 
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if  we  take  the  average  of  the  five  years  mentioned — is  that  arising  from 
Crown  Lands,  or,  rather,  that  part  of  it  involved. in  the  Woods  and 
Forests  Branch.  But,  having  reference  to  the  Estimates  of  1877  fur- 
nished to  me  by  that  Department,  I  find  that  we  can  rely  upon  upwards 
of  $540,000  as  the  receipts  for  1877,  and  I  am  confident  this  estimate 
has  been  very  accurately  and  carefully  framed,  and,  although  it  presents 
a  smaller  estimate  than  that  furnished  for  1876,  this  difference  is  not  so 
great  as  to  cause  any  alarm  that  the  Crown  Lands  Department,  or 
especially  the  Woods  and  Forests  Branch  of  it,  will  not  in  future  years 
be  enabled  to  return  to  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund  a  large  amount 
of  money  annually,  so  as  to  enable  us  to  satisfactorily  carry  on  the  oper- 
ations of  the  Province.  My  estimate  then  for  this  coming  year  is  $540,- 
000  from  this  source  as  against  $588,000  on  which  I  based  the  estimates 
for  1876.  There  is  a  number  of  different  items  which  come  in  and 
probably  will  swell  this  amount  beyond  the  estimated  sum  of  $2,370,000, 
but  it  is  not  a  matter  of  very  much  importance  excepting  when 
we  come  to  consider  our  necessities  for  current  expenditure  as 
compared  with  our  revenue,  properly  so  called,  from  year  to  year. 
It  would  never  be  desirable  to  find  that  the  current  expenditure 
for  one  year  would  exceed  the  current  revenue  for  that  year.  It  is 
desirable  in  the  management  of  the  finances  of  the  Province  that  there 
should  be  a  considerable  margin  left  as  between  the  amount  required  to 
meet  the  current  exigencies  of  the  public  service  year  by  year,  and  the 
sources  of  that  revenue  which,  as  I  have  said,  are  fixed,  and  from  which 
we  cannot  expect  to  gain  more  than  from  $2,300,000  to  $2,500,000  each 
year  as  we  go  on.  My  next  statement  is  one  which  I  can  also  refer  to 
with  considerable  satisfaction,  the  more  especially  as  I  was  a  member  of 
Mr.  Blake's  Government,  which  undertook  to  deal  with  the  formidable 
que  tion  of  how  properly  to  distribute  in  the  interests  of  the  country 
that  very  large  sum  of  money  which  had  been  set  apart  by  Mr.  Sandfield 
Macdonald  for  railway  purposes.  Mr.  Blake's  Government  undertook 
the  responsibility  not  only  of  dealing  with  that  large  sum  of  $1,500,000, 
less  the  small  amount  which  had  been  paid  out  to  the  Northern  Railway 
Extensions  to  Orillia  and  Meaford,  but  of  adding  to  that  sum.  without 
assuming  to  recognise  any  other  principle  than  the  duty  of  the  Province 
to  aid  to  a  limited  extent  those  efforts  which  were  put  forward  by  local- 
ities in  order  to  obtain  greater  railway  facilities.     Mr.   Blake,  in  the 
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principle  laid  down  for  the  distribution  of  the  Railway  Fund,  had  re- 
ference chiefly  to  the  one  great  fact  as  to  how  far  the  local  necessities  of 
any  particular  locality  required  additional  railway  facilities.  He  did 
not  assume  to  lay  down  a  general  scheme  under  which  certain  railways 
should  be  allowed  to  be  constructed  and  certain  proposed  railways  prevent- 
ed, but  he  recognised  simply  the  one  duty  on  the  part  of  the  Province  to 
offer  that  moderate  amount  of  aid  which,  as  supplementary  to  these  local 
efforts,  would  result  in  the  construction  of  the  different  aided  Railways. 
It  would  have  been  quite  open  for  the  Government  of  the  day  to  have 
settled  upon  a  plan  under  which  this  Province  might  have  been  mapped 
out  into  areas  to  be  traversed  by  new  railways,  and  the  question  as  to 
how  far  those  new  railways  might  or  might  not  be  competitive  to  existing 
railways  would  then  have  had  to  be  considered ;  but  the  policy  of  the 
former  Administration  of  Mr.  Sandfield  Macdonald  in  setting  apart 
this  fund,  was  not  in  any  way  to  undertake  any  such  comprehensive 
scheme  as  would  undertake  out  of  Provincial  moneys  to  supply  all  those 
deficiencies  in  railway  matters  which  this  Province  was  no  doubt  suffer- 
ing under.  The  policy  which  has  been  pursued  since  Ontario  has  been 
managing  its  own  affairs,  has  been  to  discharge  from  Provincial  funds 
the  measure  of  duty  imposed  upon  it  from  a  Provincial  point  of  view, 
and  to  encourage,  as  far  as  this  duty  extended,  and  was  possible,  those 
local  efforts,  the  necessity  of  which  the  localities  best  express  by  their 
own  local  contributions.  The  principle  upon  which  the  Railway  Fund 
has  been  distributed,  cannot  be  said  in  any  way  to  be  one  which  origin- 
ated a  single  mile  of  railway  in  the  Province.  The  policy  of  the  Pro- 
vince, under  the  Government  of  Mr.  Sandfield  Macdonald,  and  that 
which  followed  it,  was  not  the  cause.  This  was  not  possible,  because, 
upon  the  very  small  Provincial  contribution,  no  projector  of  a  railway 
would  have  entered  upon  the  construction  of  a  single  mile.  The  high- 
est amount  which  the  Statute  authorized  was  $4,000  a  mile,  while  the 
largest  amount  which  was  provided  for  by  the  Orders  in  Council, 
introduced  by  Mr.  Blake,  did  not  exceed  $3,000  per  mile,  and  one 
can  see  very  clearly  that  that  policy  was  nothing  more  than 
to  make  successful  those  local  efforts  which  were  evidenced  by  the  lo 
calities  providing  the  larger  portions  of  the  funds  necessary  to  construct 
these  new  lines.  By  the  discriminating  rates  of  the  existing  railways, 
the  progress  of  certain  towns,  and  the  general  well-being  of  large  areas 
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of  the  Province  had  been  very  much  retarded.  It  was  from  the  desire 
of  such  localities,  in  their  own  interest  to  protect  themselves  against 
other  localities  which  had  more  favourable  railway  advantages,  that 
this  system  of  local  railways  was  first  called  into  existence.  [Mr.  Mac- 
dougall — hear,  hear.] — and  in  no  sense  can  any  critic,  who  assumes  to 
deal  with  this  question  of  railway  communication  in  the  Province  of 
Ontario,  and  to  characterize  this  action  of  the  Government  as  indiscreet 
or  unwise,  pretend  to  have  any  foundation  whatever  for  such  a  state- 
ment. The  true  origin  I  have  said,  of  local  railways,  has  been  mainly 
the  action  of  existing  railways  themselves,  especially  in  the  matter  of 
discriminating  rates,  by  which  they  have  almost  crushed  out  the  in- 
terests of  one  locality,  while  another  with  better  railway  facilities  was 
making  rapid  strides  of  progress.  Without  going  into  details  I  may 
give  the  result  of  the  Provincial  action  in  granting  aid  to  railways. 
Twenty-two  railways  have  received  grants  of  aid  from  the  Ontario 
Legislature.  Of  that  number,  eleven  have  completed  the  total  mileage 
aided,  and  received  the  Provincial  grants.  Just  one  half,  therefore, 
have  been  finished  to  the  full  extent.  Four  have  completed  portions 
of  their  railways  and  received  the  grant  for  such  portions.  Six  are 
now  in  course  of  construction,  and  only  one  has  not  yet  made  a  com- 
mencement.  Of  these  twenty-two  railways,  we  find  that  ten  were 
aided  under  Orders  in  Council,  brought  down  by  Mr.  Blake  in  the  ses- 
sion of  1872.  Of  these  ten,  seven  have  fully  completed  their  works 
and  received  the  Provincial  grants,  while  two  have  received  aid  for 
the  respective  portions  completed,  and  one  only  remains  which  has 
not  yet  entered  upon  construction.  During  the  year  1876,  we 
find  that  railway  progress  has  still  been  continuing,  and  as 
Provincial  Legislation  provided  only  a  very  small  proportion  of 
the  cost  of  completing  this .  large  number  of  miles  of  railway  since 
Ontario  became  a  separate  Province,  hon:  members  will,  I  am  sure,  feel 
that  if  there  ever  has  been  a  wise  policy  of  expenditure  of  public 
moneys  it  has  been  the  railway  policy,  which,  upon  an  invitation  so 
slight  as  not  to  demand  more  than  $3,000,000,  resulted  in  the  ex- 
penditure of  ten  times  that  amount,  or  more  than  $33,000,000.  I  have 
in  previous  statements  given  information  derived  from  the  Engineer  of 
the  Public  Works  Department  as  to  railway  construction  in  the  Pro- 
vince since  1867.     A  large  portion  represents   mileage  not   receiving 
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Provincial  aid,  such  as  the  Great  Western  Air  Line  and  the  Main  Line 
of  the  Canada  Southern,  and  partsjof  other  railways,  such  as  the  Toronto, 
Grey  and  Bruce,  also,  Wellington,  Grey  and  Bruce,  and  the  Toronto 
and  Nipissing,  which  have  not  received  Provincial  aid.  But  the  result 
shows  a  total  expenditure  of  $33,067,935  upon  all  railways  constructed 
between  1867  and  the  end  of  the  year  1876.  During  1876,  165  miles 
of  railway  were  completed,  at  a  cost  of  $2,979,064  ;  in  1875,  186  miles; 
in  1874,  92  miles,  and  from  1867  to  1873,  inclusive,  1,018  miles.  In 
the  first  place,  therefore,  this  statement  confirms  the  wisdom  of  the 
policy  of  the  different  Governments  which  have  been  assuming  to  ad- 
vance Provincial  funds  in  aid  of  railway  enterprises,  in  the  most  satis- 
factory manner,  and  clearly  shows  that  there  was  a  pressing  local 
necessity,  when  from  other  sources  nearly  30  millions  of  dollars  were 
raised,  while  the  Government  of  Ontario  was  only  called  upon  to  advance 
one  tithe  of  the  amount.  Another  mode  of  showing  that  this  increase  in  our 
railway  system  has  had  its  origin  in  the  local  wants  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, is  by  a  reference  to  the  statement  which  appears  upon  the  returns 
of  the  House,  showing  that  the  municipalities,  have  voluntarily  added  to 
their  debt  for  railway  purposes  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  $7,000,000.  All 
of  this  has  had  a  most  important  bearing  upon  the  position  of  the 
Province  of  Ontario  at  the  present  time.  There  are  times  when  works 
of  a  permanent  character  can  be  advantageously  undertaken,  where  the 
means  for  constructing  these  works  are  readily  obtainable,  where  secur- 
ities are  convertible  in  the  market,  and,  although  prices  may  be  high, 
yet,  at  the  same  time,  if  these  undertakings  were  entered  upon  at  a 
proper  financial  juncture,  there  is  every  probability  of  their  reaching 
completion.  My  statement  shows  a  complete  justification  for  such  action 
as  the  Government  and  Legislature  of  Ontario  is  responsible  for,  when 
in  so  many  railways  projected,  so  large  a  mileage  has  been  finished,  and 
expenditures  have  not  yet  ceased.  During  1877  railway  works  will 
still  continue  in  progress.  All  this  means  additional  strength  given  to 
the  business  interests  of  the  country  which,  if  taken  away,  would  have 
rendered  those  interests  much  less  prosperous  than  they  now  are.  I 
have  felt  that  it  was  owing  to  the  general  feeling  prevalent  among  the 
people  of  Ontario  for  further  railway  facilities,  which,  in  a  very  useful, 
prudent  manner,  was  responded  to  by  the  Legislature,  that  our  position 
is  such  as  it  is  at  present ;  and  that  the  great  progress  which  has  been 
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made  by  the  people  of  Ontario  since  1867  is,  to  a  large  extent,  to  be  at- 
tributed to  the  distribution  of  moneys  throughout  the  length  and  breadth 
of  Ontario,  not  only  over  miles  of  railway  which  were  being  called  into 
existence,  but  in  the  policy  of  this  Government  in  assuming  to  distribute 
three  millions  of  dollars  among  the  municipalities,  mainly  for  works 
•of  permanent  character,  which  has  added  to  the  business  resources  of  our 
people  during  the  last  few  years.  This  large  sum  of  nearly  $3,000,000 
which  has  been  expended  for  various  purposes  in  the  local  municipalities 
has  been  of  the  greatest  advantage,  and,  in  my  belief,  no  better  disposition 
could  have  been  made  of  this  large  provincial  fund.  The  distribution  has 
been  made  judiciously,  and  the  result  has  given  the  highest  satisfaction. 
In  my  judgment,  it  will  be  a  long  time  before  it  will  become  necessary, 
in  carrying  on  the  ordinary  operations  of  the  Ontario  Government,  and 
discharging  fully  all  its  duties  efficiently,  to  go  beyond  those  fixed  sources 
of  revenue  upon  which  we  have  been  relying  in  the  past.  (Cheers.) 
I  thank  hon.  members  for  their  attention,  but  I  am  afraid  my  remarks 
have  not  been  as  clear  and  comprehensive  as  they  might  have  been,  as 
I  have  had  little  opportunity  since  my  illness  of  considering  the  matters 
which  it  has  been  my  duty  to  lay  before  the  House.     (Loud  applause.) 
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DOCUMENTS  REFERRED  TO  IN  SPEECH. 


No.  l.-STATEMENT    OF   THE    ASSETS    AND    LIABILITIES    OF   THE 
PROVINCE  OF  ONTARIO,  ON  31st  DECEMBER,  1876. 


I.  ASSETS. 


1.  Investments- 

fa)  Dominion  6  per  cent,  in  Stock  and  Bonds  $    850,000  00 

Do.        5  per  cent.    Debentures,      £400,000 

Sterling  cost 1,897,805  01 

$2,747,805  01 

(b)  Special  Deposits  in  Banks  at  5  per  cent,  interest  508,208  76 

(c)  Balance  to  credit  on  current  cash  accounts 40,601  86 

(d)  Drainage  5  per  cent.  Municipal  Debentures  : 

Amount  purchased  to  1st  January  1877   173,069  49 

(e)  Drainage,  Municipal  Rent : 

Charges  for  works  completed  and  now  in  course 
of  assessment  $186,492  62 

Charges  for  works  now  under  construction 130,572  12 

317,064  74 

2.  Special  or  Trust  Funds  with  Dominion  of  Canada- 

fa)  Upper  Canada  Grammar  School  Fund — Estab- 
lished 2  Vic,  cap.  10,  and  250,000  acres  al- 
lotted to  it $   312,769  04 

(b)  Upper  Canada  Building  Fund  (under  18  sec. 

Act  of  1854,  Seignorial  Tenure,  set  apart  for 

local  purposes  in  Upper  Canada) 1,472,391  41 

(c)  Common     School     Fund     (see     Consolidated 

Statutes,  cap.  26,  1,000,000  acres  set  apart), 
5-9ths  of  proceeds  realized  to  1st  July,  1867, 

$1,645,644.42 914,246  90 

2,699,407  35 

By  Act  (Ont.),  33  Vic,  cap.  9,  sec.  5  (1869),  these  special 
Funds  are  made  part  of  the  Consolidated  Revenue  Fund 
of  Ontario. 

Annual  Interest  paid  half  yearly  by  Dominion  on  Funds  : 

fa)  and  (6) $89,258  00 

(c)    47,438  62 

Total $136,696  62 

3.  Value  of  Library— share  assigned  to  Ontario  by  Arbitrators 105,541  00 

4.  Premiums  over  cost  at  market  value  of  Dominion  5  and  6  per 

cent.  Securities,  held  by  Ontario   267,113  09 

Total  Assets $6,858,811  30 
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II.  LIABILITIES,  on  31st  December,  1876. 

1.  Railway  Aid  Fund.     Amount  of  grant $1,900,000  00 

Less  amount  paid  to  31st  December,  1876  1,401,237  65 

498,762  35 

2.  Railway  Subsidy  Fund.     Amount  of  annual  appro- 

priations, 5  years  to  31st  December,  1876 $500,000  00 

Less  amount  paid  to  31st  December,  1876    301,643  90 

198,356 10 

3.  Railway  Grants,  under  Statute  39  Vic. ,  c.  22 481,000  00 

4.  Surplus  distribution  to  Municipalities — amount $3,115,733  66 

Less  amount  paid  to  31st  December,  1876,  for  prin- 
cipal   2,672,050  46 

443,683  20 

5.  Quebec's  share  of  "  Common  School  Fund,"  collec- 

tions since  1st  July,  1867. 

Total  collected  to  1st  January,  1877 $   818,564  44 

4-9ths  of 363,806  40 


Total  Liabilities $1,985,608  05 


Total  Assets  $6,858,811  30 

Total  Liabilities    1,985,608  05 


Surplus $4,873,203  25 
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PROVINCE  OF  MANITOBA 


ITS  POSITION  IN  CONFEDERATION 


SPEECH 


ON 


BUDGET  DEBATE, 


uv 


jVIR.  GREENWAY,  M.  P.  P., 

LEADER  OF  THE  OPPOSITION  IN  THE 
LOCAL  LEGISLATURE, 

ON  APRIL  23rd,  4884. 


mm  ON  BUDGET  DEBATE 


MR.  GREENWAY,  M.  1'.  I'.. 

Leader  of  I  he  Opposition  in  lite  Loral  Legislature 


Mr.  Greenway,  who,  on  rising  was  loudly  applauded,  said  : 

— I  feci    that   on    this    occasion    I  do  not  rise  to  address    the 
House  under  ordinary  circumstances.     The  Premier  in  making 
the  motion    to  go  into    Committee  of  Supply,   expressed   the 
opinion  that  the  discussion  would  probably  cover  a  wide  range  ; 
and  it  is,  I  may  say,  customary  on   these  occasions  to  review 
the    actions    of   the   Government  of  the   day,  and  in  doing  so 
members  are  allowed  the  widest  possible  latitude  of  discussion, 
(hear.)     To  any  one  listening  to  the  leader  of  the  Government 
during    the  two  hours  he  spoke  on  this  question,  it  must    be 
evident    that  the   Opposition   were,  metaphorically   speaking, 
supposed  to  be  left  without  a  garment.     (Hear  and  laughter.) 
But  I  can  stand  here  to-day  and  say  conscientiously  that  1  am 
more    than  gratified    to  find  that  my  hon.  friend  did  on  an  oc- 
casion of  this  kind  make  the    speech  he  did.     (( 1heers.)      It  is 
certainly  gratifying  to  me,  as  taking  a  great  deal  of  interest  in 
Manitoba  politics  for  some  time  past,  to  find  the  leader  of  the 
( rovernment  standing  up,  and  with  the  authority  of  his  position 
— and  he  necessarily  speaks  with  authority — enunciate    views 
which  I  have    entertained  all    along  in  reference  to  the  great 
questions    agitating    the    public    mind    to    which  he  alluded. 
Ibar,   hear.)     Certainly  the  present  position  of  affairs  in  our 
Province  is  deplorable.     (Hear,  hear.)     We   are  called  on  now 
to  consider  the  financial  position  oi  the  Province,  a  subject  on 


which  any  one  in  the  House,  or  outside  it,  at  all  well  acquainted 
with  Provincial  affairs,  cannot  have  any  doubt.  We  cannot 
overtake  our  liabilities — thus  much  is  abundantly  evident. 
We  have  an  annual  subsidy  made  up  in  this  way : — For  legis- 
lation and  government,  $50,000  ;  the  SO  cents  per  head  of 
population,!! 20,000  ;  in  lieu  of  land,  $45,000;  interest  on  the 
balance  of  capital  at  our  credit,  $12,153.24-;  total,  $227,153.24. 
No  one  conversant  with  our  requirements  as  a  Province  will 
undertake  to  say  that  this  is  a  sufficient  sum,  on  which  to  con- 
duct the  affairs  of  the  Province.  Representations  have  been, 
as  we  know,  frequently  made  at  Ottawa,  to  change  this  state 
of  affairs,  but  still  they  want  remedying.  No  substantial, 
lasting,  satisfactory  readjustment  has  ever  been  arrived  at. 
(Hear,  hear.)  We  have,  of  course,  that  celebrated  Ottawa 
despatch  of  April  2nd  ;  but  neither  does  that  apply  a 
remedy.  (Hear,  hear.)  It  seems  to  me  inexpliciable  that  in 
the  face  of  repeated  representations  and  remonstrances  made 
by  delegates  from  time  to  time,  so  little  should  have  been 
effected — that  our  position  grows  worse  instead  of  improving. 
(Hear,  hear.)  Some  months  ago,  in  addition  to  all  previous 
representations  made  to  Ottawa,  we  made  out  a  strong  case  in 
favor  of  the  extension  of  the  Provincial  bounds,  so  that  we 
would  be  enabled  to  aid  and  control  the  projected  Hudson's 
Bay  Railway — a  road  which  the  people  unanimously  desired, 
and  which  was  of  the  utmost  consequence  to  the  prosperity  of 
the  Province. 

The  response  made  from  Ottawa,  as  contained  in  this 
celebrated  despatch,  was  that  the  Government  proposed  to 
aid  the  railway  to  a  material  extent,  and  to  provide  that  the 
interests  of  Manitoba  should  be  protected.  I  am  not  aware 
that  we  have  the  slightest  inkling  as  to  how  our  interests  are 
to  be  protected.  (Hear,  hear.)  Whatever  they  may  do,  is,  I  sup- 
pose, to  be  taken  as  a  protection  of  our  interests.  (Laughter.) 
This  is  a  way  they  have  at  Ottawa.  (Hear,  hear.)  And  I 
must  complain  here  that  there  has  been  a  disposition  to  trifle 
with  these  important  matters.  Perhaps,  Mr.  Speaker,  it  might 
not  be  out  of  place  for  me    to    express   a  fear    which    I    have 


entertained  for  some  time,  that  in  this  important  matter,  too, 
our  interests  have  not  been  guarded  so  elosely  as  they  might 
have  been — it  is  possible  that  it  may  turn  out  that  what  has 
been  done  in  connection  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Railway  may 
have  been  more  with  the  object  of  delaying  rather  than  expe- 
diting the  construction  of  that  road,  which  is  to  do  so  much 
for  this  country. 

When  this  Legislature  assembled  in  March  last  I  think 
that  the  Governments  of  Ottawa  and  Manitoba  understood 
then  the  position  of  affairs  here  as  well  as  they  do  now.  (Hear, 
hear.)  But  the  one  government  suggested  further  delay  and 
the  other  very  obligingly  took  the  hint  in  the  resolutions  and 
agreed  to  the  appointment  of  a  committee  as  a  capital  way  of 
shelving  the  difficulty  till  a  more  convenient  season.  (Hear, 
hear.)  The  complaint  here  all  aloug  has  been — not  that  the 
gentlemen  at  Ottawa  did  not  understand  the  position  of  affairs 
in  Manitoba — for  they  have  had  full  information — the  Prem- 
ier's own  clear  and  exhaustive  statement  supplementing  all 
the  rest — although  it  must  be  added  they  do  not  seem  to  have 
made  the  best  use  of  that  information.  In  their  despatch 
they  show  an  utter  disregard  of  facts,  which  is  astonishing. 
In  sec.  2  of  the  despatch,  referring  to  the  financial  position, 
they  say  that  the  basis  in  which  we  receive  the  80  cents  a 
head  is  on  120,000  souls,  whereas  they  suggested  when  the  last 
arrangement  was  made  that  for  that  purpose  the  population  of 
our  Province  should  be  assumed  to  be  150,000  souls — and  upon 
that  basis  was  the  $120,000,  or  (SO  cents  per  head,  granted. 
From  this  it  appears  quite  clear  that  upon  this  occasion  at 
least  they  have  not  given  the  subject  the  most  ordinary  con 
sideration. 

In  the  next  clause,  referring  to  the  financial  position,  I 
think  we  have  the  key  to  the  whole  situation.  It  is  at  least 
one  with  which  members  on  the  Opposition  side  would,  on  gen- 
eral principles,  agree.  They  announce  plainly  enough  that 
they  have  no  confidence  in  the  Government  of  Manitoba. 
(Cheers  and  laughter.)     Still,  I  protest,  in  the  interests  of  this 
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Province,  against  Dominion  interference  in  our  affairs.  I  say 
that  the  people  here  have  a  right  to  determine  who  shall  gov- 
ern them.  (Cheers.)  And  so  long  as  the  Premier  sits  there — 
and  can  by  any  tactics  he  may  use  keep  himself  there — (laugh- 
ter)— he  has  a  right  to  the  confidence  of  the  people  of  Mani- 
toba. (Hear  and  cheers.)  These  gentlemen  at  Ottawa,  dis- 
cussing our  representations,  say  that  they  have  been  given  a 
sacred  trust  in  regard  to  our  school  lands,  and  do  not  propose 
to  hand  them  over  to  us.  (Hear,  hear.)  That  is  to  say — the 
people  of  Manitoba  cannot  be  trusted  to  do  the  best  for  them- 
selves in  this  particular.  (Hear  and  laughter.)  I  hardly 
think  it  is  necessary  to  discuss  the  question  as  to  whether 
these  lands  could  be  best  administered  here  or  at  Ottawa,  if 
their  general  management  of  the  lands  in  this  country  is  to  be 
taken  as  a  criterion  of  the  manner  in  which  the 
School  Lands  of  this  Province  would  be  managed 
from  these,  then  we  are  safe  in  saying  that  we  ob- 
ject to  its  being  done  from  the  Dominion  Capital. 
(Hear,  hear.)  We  are  certainly  in  a  much  better  position  to 
administer  them  here  than  they -are  at  Ottawa,  where  they 
neither  understand  our  position  nor  undertake  to  acquaint 
themselves  fully  with  it.  (Cheers.)  As  to  our  public  lands, 
we  are  to  ask  not  only  for  what  remains,  but  also  to  require 
compensation  for  such  as  have  been  sold.  On  this  point,  I  still 
hold  to  my  view  as  being  the  correct  one,  viz.,  that  as  so  much 
of  our  land  has  been  alienated,  we  should  undertake  to  devise 
some  wa}^  by  which  an  equivalent  for  that  and  for  the  lands 
still  held  should  be  received  and  added  to  our  capital  account. 
(Hear,  hear.)  That  would,  it  seems  to  me,  be  the  best  way  of 
disposing  of  the  question.  The  absurdity  of  tiie  position  taken 
by  the  gentlemen  at  Ottawa  is  well  illustrated  by  the  compari- 
son they  draw  between  this  Province  and  Prince  Edward 
Island.  Because  the  lands  of  Manitoba  were  purchased  and 
Prince  Edward  Island  had  none  to  purchase,  therefore,  they 
say  Manitoba  should  be  placed  in  the  same  position  as  her 
sister  Province  by  the  Atlantic,  and  get  an  allowance.  On  the 
strength  of  this  comparison  they  take  the  ground  that  $900,- 
000  should  be  added  to  our  capital  account,  as  representing  the 
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amount  we  are  entitled  to  receive  in  lieu  of  public  lands. 
(Hear,  hear.)  The  Premier  took  exception  to  the  statement 
that  the  845,000  annually  granted  was  in  Lieu  of  our  right  to 
our  public  lands.  I  can  only  reply  that  in  this  despatch  they 
represent  that  the  $45,000  is  given  in  lieu  of  our  public  Lands, 
A.ndthe  position  I  took  was  that  we  should  nol  accept  it  as 
such. 

Hon.  Mr.  Norquay — And  I  nevei  consented,  on  the  part 
of  the  Government;  to  part  with  our  right  to  our  lands  fur  the 
$45,000— noi  did  any  member  of  the  Government.  (Hear, 
hear.  Prince  Edward  Island,  which  was  cited  as  an  analo- 
gous case,  had  not  an  acre.  In  Manitoba,  where  the  people 
had  their  Crown  lands,  they  were  in  a  very  different  position 
from  Prince  Edward  Island.     (Hear,  hear). 

Mr.  Greenway  -The  position  they  took  at  Ottawa  was  that 
it  was  in  lieu  of  our  lands  we  got  the  grant.  (Hear,  hear.) 
The  other  point  in  this  connection  as  to  the  ten  years'  settle- 
ment is  one  which  I  took  from  a  speech  in  the  House  of  Com- 
mons on  that  question.  It  washy  the  Finance  Minister  of  the 
Dominion — who  ought  to  know.  But  it  appears  that  hon. 
gentleman  was  wrong;  and  through  his  misstatement  1  was 
misled.  No  one  could  he  more  happy  than  I  am  to  acknow- 
ledge the  misunderstanding— which,  perhaps,  may  prove  a 
benefit  to  us  in  the  end.  (Hear,  hear.)  We  have  been  all 
along  anxiously  looking  for  relief  from  our  present  difficulties; 
and  we  have  been  led  to  believe,  all  through  this  session,  by 
the  organ  of  the  Dominion  Government  in  this  city  through 
its  telegrams— that  the  question  of  Manitoba's  interests  was 
to  be  considered  to-morrow — or  next  week — or  on  a  certain 
day  -it  was  always  going  to  he  done,  hut  it  never  was  done  : 
and  so  the  position  remains  to  this  day.    (Cheers  and  laugter.) 
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Our  contention  on  this  side  of  the  House  is  that  the  ( 
eminent  of  Manitoba  takes  to-day  a  step  that  it  ought  to  have 
taken  long  since.  (Hear,  hear.)  They  should  long  before  this 
have  shown  the  Ottawa  authorities  that  they  could  not  with 
impunity    trifle    with   our    besl    interests.     (Chens.      There 
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seemed  to  be  at  Ottawa  a  studied  determination  to  ignore  the 
representations   of   this   Province.     How    else   does  it  happen 
that  a  manifesto  such   as  the  Premier  presented  there,  which 
was   in    itself  quite    sufficient    to    point  to   the  necessity  for 
prompt  action,  while  at  the  same  time  disabusing  their  minds 
of  the  idea  that  Manitoba  was   draining  away  Eastern  resour- 
ces— how  does  it  happen    that    with    such    an    authoritative 
statement  issued  at  the  Capital,  they   still  cling  to   their   un- 
founded notions  as  to  Manitoba  being  a  burden  to  them  ?     So 
much  is  this  the  case  that  one  of  the  members  supposed  to  be 
best  informed — who  is,  it  is  believed,  to   become  a   member  of 
the  Government — hesitates  not  to  commit  himself  to  the  stupid 
assertion   that    we    are    a    pampered     people — spoon-fed    lot. 
(Laughter.)     Evidently    they    take   little    pains   to    acquaint 
themselves  with  the   position  of  this  Province.     (Hear,   hear.) 
Let  us  for  a  moment  endeavor  to  give  a   correct  statement  of 
our  position  in  Confederation.    And,  in  order  that  there  should 
be  no  misunderstanding,  I  will  take  the  public  accounts  of  the 
Dominion  as  my  guide.     We  find  on  pages  142  and  143,  in  the 
Public  Works  report   for    188.3,  some    figures  bearing  on  this 
point.     I  have  been  desirous,  for   instance,  to   ascertain   what 
amount  of  the  cost  of  construction  the  C.  P.  R.  is  really  charge- 
able to  this  Province,  for   it  must  be  remembered  that  one  of 
the  statements  they  fling  in  our  face  is  that  they  are  luilding 
the  C.  P.  R.  for  us.     ^Hear,   hear.)     Well,   I    find    on   looking 
into  the  figures,  that    the  proportion  which  they  say  themsel- 
ves ought  to  be  charged  to    this    Province    on  account  of  the 
C.  P.  R. — $5,641,181.85 — or,  counting  from  the  time  we  enter- 
ed Confederation,  to  the  year  1882,  there  is   chargeable  to  us, 
according  to  their  own  showing    for   all    purposes — a   total  of 
$0,802,036.18.     What  do  we  see  right  alongside  these  figures  ? 
That  in   the    same    time    Ontario    received   from    Dominion 
sources     anil      is     chargeable      with     $39,190,677.49 ;      and 
Quebec      $27,356,334.37.        And    we      should     not      forget, 
Sir,    that    neither     Ontario     nor      Quebec     contributed      an 
acre     of    land    towards    the    construction   of   the   C.   P.  R. 
Besides  all  this,  we  saw  the  other  day  that  that  same  Province 
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of  Quebec  got  in  the  general  grab  made  on  the  Dominion  $7,- 
000,000  more.  (Hear,  hear.)  What  can  be  said  of  a  Confeder- 
ation, so  ill-constructed,  or  managed  that  it  allows  of  the  per- 
petration of  such  acts?  (Hear,  hear.)  The  scheme  was  devised 
to  build  up  a  great  new  nation  on  this  continent, — and  the  C. 
P.  R.  was  to  prove  a  potent  bond  of  union  between  the  scat- 
tered Provinces — in  our  innocence  we  regarded  it  as  a  great 
national  undertaking  in  the  interest  of  British  Columbia  as 
well  as  of  ourselves  and  the  other  Provinces— but  something 
more  than  the  railway  is  needed  to  bind  us  together ;  and, 
manifestly,  if  ever  we  are  to  become  a  great  people,  it  can  only 
be  V)}'  dispensing  even-handed  justice  to  all  the  Provinces  con- 
federated. (Cheers.)  How  can  the  Dominion  prosper  and 
hold  together  when  such  unrighteous  acts  as  giving  away  $9,- 
000,000  are  perpetrated  for  the  reasons  assigned  ?  Quebec 
must  be  placed  in  a  similar  position  to  Ontario  ;  and  so  we  find 
the  Federal  authorities  actually  voting  away  millions  of  dollars 
to  subsidize  railways  in  Quebec,  which  railways  had  been 
already  in  part  sold  by  that  Province  .'  So  that  Quebec  actu- 
ally got  payment  for  that  portion  of  them  twice  over.  (Hear, 
hea".)  With  such  facts  before  them,  the  wise  men  in  the  East, 
still  speak  disparagingly  of  this  Province.  In  further  refuta- 
tation  of  this  charge  I  will  quote  no  less  an  authority  than  the 
Premier  of  the  Dominion  himself.  As  hon.  gentlemen  are 
aware  the  intention  in  reference  to  the  eastern  terminus  of  the 
C.  P.  R.  for  some  time  was,  that  it  should  be  at  Callander,  but 
afterwards  on  account  of  the  policy  of  assistance  adopted  by 
the  then  Dominion  Government  towards  the  Canada  Central 
Railway,  it  was  practically  extended  eastward  as  far  as  Ottawa. 

Now  this  is  the  position  taken  by  the  leader  of  the  Gov- 
ernment at  Ottawa  during  the  debate  on  the  celebrated  rail- 
way  resolutions,  to  which  T  have;  referred.  Here  the  member 
for  Mountain  read  from  Sir  John  Macdonald's  speech  an  ex- 
tract, in  which  it  was  pointed  out  that  until  the  easterly 
boundary  of  Manitoba  was  reached  the  whole  of  the  C.  P.  R. 
ran  through  Ontario;  that  by  subsidising  that  portion  of  the 
line  running    round    the   north    shore    of    Lake    Superior,  the 
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whole  country  there  would  be  developed  ;  that  the  12,000  dol- 
lars per  mile  for  this  section,  and  the  grant  to  the  C.  P.  R. 
sank  into  insignificance,  so  far  as  Ontario  was  concerned,  on 
account  of  the  enormous  advantage  she  must  gain  in  the  open- 
ing up  of  that  territory,  which,  undoubtedly,  would  greatly 
enrich  that  Province  from  the  mineral,  timber  and  other  re- 
sources of  the  country  about  to  be  opened  up — and  that,  there- 
fore, as  Ontario  would  be  so  much  the  gainer,  it  would  be  only 
fair  that  Quebec  should  get  an  equivalent  grant  from  the  pub- 
lic purse.  That  was  the  position  taken  by  the  leader  of  the 
Dominion  Government ;  and  we  contend  that  until  the  C.  P.  R- 
reaches  the  Province  line  to  the  eastward,  the  Dominion  lias 
no  right  to  say  to  Manitoba  we  built  one  foot  of  road  for  you. 
(Hear,  hear.)  In  reference  to  the  question  of  Provincial  lands- 
I  have  some  figures,  taken  from  the  blue  books  of  the  Domin- 
ion, giving  as  near  as  may  be  a  correct  return  of  the  lands 
disposed  of  in  Manitoba  by  the  Dominion,  from  1880  till  the 
end  of  1888.  This  is  the  statement :  There  were  homesteado.  I 
.lining  the  four  years  3,743,460  acres,  on  which  the  fees  paid 
amounted  to  $239,745;  there  were  pre-empted  duiing  the  same 
period  2,299,051  acres,on  which  the  payments  were  $1 39,073;  there 
were  cash  sales,  including  scrip  and  warrant  lands,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  2.025,758  acres,  on  which  the  fees  paid  were  $1,900,- 
903.50.  This  gives  a  total  of  $4,403,584.52.  It  must  be  taken 
for  granted  that  there  is  a  large  amount  due  the  Dominion 
Government  for  lands  sold  in  Manitoba.  On  the  1st  of  Aug- 
ust, 1879,  it  will  be  remembered,  the  land  regulations  dividing 
the  country  into  belts,  came  into  force.  Many  of  these  lands 
wore  sold  for  one-tenth  down,  with  ten  years  to  pay  the  bal- 
ance, and  no  doubt  much  of  the  amount  is  overdue.  I  know 
of  many  instances  where  the  first  payment  of  one-tenth  is  all 
that  has  been  paid.  The  proportion  now  clue  Manitoba  on 
that  branch  of  the  account  would  be  $356,751— making  a  total 
of  $4,760,335.52.  This  is,  let  me  say,  alow  estimate  of  the 
amounts  received  by  the  Dominion  from  the  sale  of  lands  in 
this  Province— and  it  is  one  which  I  know,  falls  far  short  of 
some  of  the  estimates  made  by  some  members  of  the  House  of 


— 11  — 

Commons  when  undertaking  to  show  that  the  C.  1'.  K.  was 
iimI  going  to  cost  Eastern  people  anythingin  the  long  run. 
(Hear,  hear.) 

To  show  the   total  amount  of  land  alienated   from  this 
Province,  my  statement  will  have  to  be  more    comprehensive. 
I  have   shown  that   homesteads  covered  3,743,460  acres ;  pre- 
emptions 2,299,351  acres;  for  cash  and  scrip  and  warrant  lands 
2,025,758  acres  ;  but  there  are  besides  the  Hudson  Bay  lands, 
1,651,600  acres;  the  half-breed  lands  1,400,000  acres  ;  and  the 
C.  P.R  grant  1,500,000   acres— or  a  grand  total  of  12,009,80!) 
acres, — more    than  equal  to  the  area  of    the  old  Province  of 
Manitoba.       (Hear,    hear.)     In   fact,  this    would   include  the 
whole    country  from  a  little  east   of   Red   River  as  far  as  the 
western   boundary   of  the  Province,  and   going  as  far  north  as 
townships  11)  or  17.  including  the  best  portion  of  the  Province, 
— over  an  area  to  that    extent  the  Provincial  lands  have  been 
all  alienated.     (Hear,  hear.)     I  have    not,  it  will  be  observed, 
included  our  school  lands  in  figures  given.     They  are  ours  and 
cannot  be  parted  with  ;  but  for  the  rest  1  think  an  equivalent 
might  be  taken.     We  have  been  always  told  from  Ottawa  that 
the  amount  given  us  was  so  much  to  help  us, — a  sort  of  gift  as 
it  were,  to   enable  us  to  pull  through.     But  in  no  principle  of 
justice   can  any    such  position  be  taken.     (Cheers.)     In  ever} 
instance  the  amount  given  us  was  charged  to  capital  account. 
We    were,  in  reality,  getting  a   portion  of  our  own    money. 
(Hear,  hear.)     And  what  should  have  been  done  was  not  to 
charge  us  with  the  amounts  so    added  to  capital,  but  only  our 
proportion   of  the    interest    account.     ("Hear.)     The    Federal 
authorities,  in  making  up  their  statement,  go  on  to  charge  this 
Province  with  certain  sums,  such  as  the  amounts  for   Govern- 
ment  purposes,  for  public  roads,    for    the    expeditionary  force, 
and  for  public  works  and  buildings.       In  regard  to  these  only 
a  certain  proportion   can    be  reasonably  charged  to  Manitoba. 
(  Hear,  hear.)      If,  as  they  say,  the}   bought  us,  and  paid  for  us, 
we  certainly  cannot  be  chargeable   with   the  lump  sums  paid 
out.  The  $1,500,000,  for  example,  was  paid  for  the  extinguish- 
ing of  the  claims  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  not  merely  in 
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the  Province,  but  over  the  whole  of  the  Northwest;  and  if  the 
propei  area  of  this  Province  were  compared  with  the  North- 
west, something  like  our  proportion  of  the  cost  of  the  purchase 
could  be  ascertained.  It  would  be  about  one-twelfth.  Now, 
if  we  take  the  different  items  specified  in  the  Dominion  reports 
and  add  them  up,  it  will  be  found  that  we  cannot  in  reason 
be  charged  with  more  than  $8,607,224  24.  It  is  a  very  differ- 
ent sum,  indeed,  from  the  $45,000,000  with  which  some  eastern 
legislator  gravely  proposes  to  charge  us.  (Hear,  hear.)  Now 
look  at  the  credit  side  of  the  account  and  let  us  see  how  it  will 
come  out.  The  Federal  balance  sheet  down  to  1883,  shows  the 
amount  to  the  credit  of  Manitoba  from  lands,  customs,  excise, 
post-office,  and  some  smaller  items,  which,  with  the  balance 
due  on  lands,  makes  a  grand  total  of  $9,3(36,441.40.  Deduct 
the  subsidy,  and  adding  the  amount  due  for  sales  of  land  in  the 
Province,  and  the  actual  balance  in  favor  of  Manitoba  will  be 
$4,760,335.52.     (Hear,  hear.) 

They  have  of  course  a  right  to  charge  us  with  interest  on 
our  share  of  the  expenditures — the  $8,607,224.24  of  which  I 
spoke.  The  annual  interest  would  be  $401,176,  or,  down  to 
the  present  time,  a  little  over  $4,021,765.  During  that  period 
we  were  entitled  to  a  credit  of  $8,587,224.45,  and  deducting 
from  this  the  amount  due  for  interest,  with  the  costs  of  admin- 
istration of  justice  and  collection  of  revenue,  we  have  the  bal- 
ance I  have  mentioned  in  favor  of  Manitoba,  viz.: — $4,760,- 
335.52 — which  amount,  capitalized  at  five  per  cent.,  would 
give  us  annually  $238,016.77.  (Hear.)  From  the  statistics  1 
have  quoted  it  is  plain  that  we  are  a  large  contributor  to  the 
Dominion.     (Cheers.) 

Six  o'clock  having  struck,  the  debate  was  adjourned — 
Mr.  Green  way  having  the  floor. 

EVENING    SESSION. 

The  Speaker  having  taken  the  chair, 

Mr.  Greenway  resumed  his  speech,  saying — When  the 
House    adjourned    I    was    about  concluding  some  remarks  on 
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figures  which  1  had  extracted  from  tabulated  statements  con- 
tained in  blue  books  issued  by  the  Federal  Government,  and  I 

think  I  had  shown  pretty  conclusively  from  these  that,  instead 
of  Manitoba  being  a  drain  upon  the  resources  of  the  Dominion, 
as  eastern  people  generally  assume  it  is,  we  have  lying  at  our 
credit,  when  we  have  been  charged  with  all  that  can  possibly 
be  charged  to  us,  and  credited  with  those  sums  to  which  we 
have  a  right,  a  sum  which  would  yield  when  capitalized  at 
five  per  cent,  more  than  the  revenue  we  derive  from  the  Do- 
minion to-day.  When  we  read  such  facts  as  these  from  the 
accounts  of  the  Dominion  themselves  it  sho\vs  clearly  that 
those  gentlemen  who  undertake  to  consider  our  case,  or  more 
properly,  do  not  undertake  to  consider  it,  have  not  looked  into 
the  facts  of  the  case  when -they  assume  such  positions.  To  say 
that  we  have  a  right  to  be  charged  foi  all  the  undertakings 
which  they  enumerate,  and  which  amounts  have  been 
added  to  the  debt  of  the  Dominion — is  to  take  a  position,  that 
the  merest  novice,  in  matters  of  finance,  would  see  at  a  glance, 
was  absurd. 

As  well  might  those  people  charge  Ontario  with  the 
amount  of  nearly  ^20,000.000  added  to  the  capital  debt  of  the 
Dominion  of  Canada  for  subsidies  to  the  Grand  Trunk  Railway 
which  was  at  the  time  they  were  granted  considered  a  national 
undertaking,  or  with  $7,000,000  subsidies  granted  to  Nova 
Scotia,  or  $5,000,000  to  New  Brunswick,  or  $3,500,000  to  Prince 
Edward  Island.  These  are  sums  added  to  the  capital  of  the 
Dominion,  and  we  are  paying,  as  we  all  know,  from  figures 
given  time  and  again,  more  than  our  just  shareof  the  interest  of 
these  amounts.  It  would  be  equally  fair  to  charge  Quebec, 
New  Brunswick,and  Nova  Scotia  with  nearly  .S30,00O,000that  it 
took  to  construct  the  Intercolonial  Railway,  so  that  I  do  not 
think  these  people  have  an  argument  in  their  favor  when  they 
assume  such  positions  as  they  have  done  ;  in  any  case  the 
figures  areagainst  them.  Surely  they  cannotsay  they  will  not  be 
guided  by  the  figures  which  they  published,  and  we  have  a 
right  to  assume  that  these  figures  are  correct.  They  clearly 
show  that  while  the  Dominion  Government  continue  their  acts 
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of  piracy  towards  this  Province  they  aie  assuming  a  most  un- 
tenable   position.     We   have   before    onr  consideration  the  re- 
solutions   which  have   been  adopted   for  tlie    guidance  of  the 
delegates  who  are  to  proceed  to  Ottawa.     This  is  not  the  first 
time  that  the  Legislature  of  Manitoba  has  undertaken  to  give 
instructions    to    gentlemen   entrusted   with    such  a   position. 
Upon  another  occasion   the  hon.  gentleman  who   moved   the 
resolutions  yesterday  moved  similar  resolutions,  but  we    have 
had  occasion  to  complain  more   than   once  that    they  did  not 
enter  into  his  consideration    when   he  undertook  to  represent 
our  case  at  Ottawa,  or  that  he  did  not  press  them  to  their  ligiti- 
mate  result,  else  we  would  not  have  been  in  the  beggarly  posi- 
tion   we  are  in  to-day.     I  refer  to  this,  not  so    much   to  find 
fault   at  this  time  with  that  hon  gentleman  as  to    warn    the 
gentlemen  who  are  untertaking  the  task  of  representing  Mani- 
toba's claims  at  this    moment  against  anything  like    avoiding 
the   instruction    given    on    this  occasion.     These  instructions, 
from   the   spirit  in  which  they  have   been  considered,  are  sup- 
posed to  contain  Manitoba's  ultimatum  to  the  Federal  author- 
ities.    (Hon.  Mr.  Miller— hear,  hear. )     That  fact  should  not  be 
lost  sight  of.  I  undertake  to  say,  as  one  who  assisted  in  formu- 
lating these  demands,  that  the  representatives  should  consider 
that  these  resolutions  do  so  contain  the  people's  ultimatum.     1 
think,  Sir,  it  has  been  clearly  shown  that  we  have  at  the  pre- 
sent time  from  our  present  sources  of  revenue,  about  one-half 
the  amount  necessary  to  meet  our  fair  demands  ;  and  I  think 
that  I  may  be  allowed  to  say  that  the  estimate  to  which  I  shall 
refer  more  particularly  at  a  subsequent  time,  is  not  an  exorbit- 
ant one    for  the    requirements  of  this  Province  at  the  present 
time.     We  might  take,  for  instance,  the  estimates  recently  sub- 
mitted to  the  Nova  Scotia  Legislature. 

It  is  true  they  have  a  larger  population,  but  being  a  com- 
paratively old  Province,  they  have  not  the  same  demands  upon 
their  resources.  In  this  country  everything  is  to  be  done  ;  all 
kinds  of  public  works,  bridges,  roads,  etc., have  to  be  construct- 
ed; aid  has  to  be  given  for  the  purpose  of  organizing  the  dif- 
ferent municipalities  throughout   the   country.     All   that  was 
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done  in  the  Province  referred  to  years  ago;  yet  their  estimates 
amount  to  $536,000,  or  a  little  above  the  estimates  we  have  at 
this  time  before  us.  Further  than  that,  the  time  is  very  near 
in  the  history  of  Manitoba  when  we  shall  require  double  the 
amount  we  require  to-day.  I  think,  in  order  to  develope  pro- 
perly this  country,  and  undertake  such  works  as  will  be  neces- 
sary, we  shall  require  at  least  $1,000,000  revenue  in  a  very 
short  time.  We  have  at  present  just  one-fourth  of  that 
amount,  hence  it  must  be  quite  clear  that  we  are  in  a  poor 
position  ;  hut  if  our  claims  are  considered  at  all  in  a  fair  light, 
we  need  not  remain  so  long.  Take  for  instance  the  Dominion 
Government's  own  assumption  that  we  have  at  the  present 
time  150,000  souls  in  Manitoba;  if  we  carry  this  out  to  the 
proper  conclusion  they  should  be  willing  to  add  to  our  capital 
(at  $32.48  per  head),  giving  $4,864,500.  Deducting  the  a/mount 
we  were  entitled  to  at  the  first  adjustment,  $551,447,  this,  cap- 
italized at  five  per  cent.,  would  give  additional  interest  of 
$215,752.65,  or  a  total  income  (when  added  to  the  amount  now 
annually  received)  of  $442,905.89,  and  with  other  resources  we 
might  reasonably  add,  we  would  be  placed  in  a  position  to 
overtake  the  estimates  before  us.  If  the  revenue  from  smaller 
sources,  such  as  the  sale  of  stamps  and  a  few  things  of  that 
kind  were  added  to  this  amount,  it  would  cover  half  a  million 
dollars.  But  we  should  calculate  at  this  time  so  as  not  to  re- 
require  to  enter  into  the  consideration  of  this  subject  again 
very  soon.  It  is  not  too  much  to  say,  taking  into  account  the 
amount  of  lands  in  Manitoba  still  unsold,  and  the  amount  sold 
and  applied  to  Federal  purposes,  that  we  are  entitled  to  capit- 
alize on  that  account  §10,000,000,  or  half  the  amount  estimated 
by  some  of  my  honorable  friends  opposite.  It  does  appear 
strange  that  after  all  the  efforts  made  from  1880  to  the  pres- 
ent time  it  should  be  necessary  to  discuss  this  question  at  such 
length  to  convince  those  people  of  our-  just  claims  ;  yet,  from 
the  despatch  before  us.  from  former  considerations  of  this  sub- 
ject, from  all  the  delays  that  have  been  made  and  the  promises 
we  have  had  that  our  claim  would  be  taken  into  serious  con- 
sideration, it  does  appear  a  most  difficult  task  to  establish  it 
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upon  the  minds  of  the  people  at  Ottawa  that  we  have  a  just 
claim  upon  them  for  an  amount  sufficient  to  meet  our  respon- 
sibilities. We  contend  that,  if  the  present  policy  is  to  be  pur- 
sued, the  bonds  of  Confederation  must  be  burst  asunder.  But 
we  may  take  the  other  view,  that  if  they  are  going  to  pursue 
their  policy  of  parental  care  over  us,  we  must  have  a  living, 
and  can  justly  claim  that  we  are  entitled  to  a  sufficient  amount 
to  meet  our  bare  necessities,  at  least. 

I  hope  that  my  honorable  friends  opposite  are  sufficiently 
impressed    witli  the   importance  of  this  subject,  and  as  we  are 
about,  in  a  few  days,  to  adjourn  for  the  purpose  of  having  our 
representations  urged  in  the  proper  quarter,  I  hope  that  it  will 
be  urged  in  an   emphatic  manner   as  the  final  demands  made 
upon  the  people  at  Ottawa,  in  order  to  secure  for  us  the  amount 
necessary  to  maintain  our    existence  as  a  member  of   Confed 
eration.     (Hear,    hear.)     This    is    the  only   spirit  in   which  it 
should  be  urged.     I  only  make  the    suggestion  and  warn  our 
friends   that  no  such  trifling  and    dilly  -dallying   as  has  been 
manifested    upon  this  subject  up  to   the   present  time  will  be 
borne  by  the  people  of  Manitoba  (cries   of  question,  question, 
from    the    Government    benches.)     We  do  not  propose  to  be 
treated  as  children  ;  I  think  that  it  is  the  feeling  of  the  people 
of  Manitoba,  and  I  think  there  are  mature   men  in  Manitoba 
who  are  capable  of  looking  after  their  own  interests  and  mean 
to  do  it.      If  the  people  at  Ottawa  do  not  look  after  our  inter- 
ests the  consequences   will  be  fearful  to  contemplate  so   far  as 
one  Province  of  Confederation  is  concerned.     What  do  we  see  ? 
During    the    recent  session    of  the  Dominion  Parliament,  in 
which   we   have   been   told  from  day   to  day  that  Manitoba's 
claims  would  be  considered  and  her  just  rights  acceded  to,  we 
see  the   Federal   Government  voting   in   one   short  session  of 
three  months  $80,000,000.    That  means  $2,700,000  as  our  pro- 
portion added  to  the  capital  account  of  the  Dominion  or  $135,- 
000  per  year  when  capitalised    at  5  per  cent.       Are  these  not 
serious  consequences  that  strike  one  very  forcibly  at  this  mom- 
ent, when   a  debt  is   piled    upon   our    population  of  $18   per 
head  in  the  short    period  of  three  months  ?     As  a  gentleman 
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remarked    bo-day  in   conversation,  bhe   Dominion  Government 

may  say  when  our  representatives  go  to  Ottawa  (to  use  a 
Boss-Tweedism),  "  What  are  you  going  bo  do  about  it?"  Well, 
it  docs  appear  to  me  as  if  they  have  just  taken  that  position 
after  all  the  representations  that  have  been  made  to  them. 
After  the  long  despatch  of  March,  1883,  to  which  no  answer 
was  given,  and  that  of  January,  just,  about  the  time  the  Dom- 
inion House  met,  to-day  that  precious  state  paper  does  not 
propose  the  grant  of  an  additional  dollar  to  Manitoba.  With 
these  facts  before  us,  we  see  them  voting  away  millions  of 
dollars  to  other  Provinces  already  too  highly  fed,  and  we  are 
called  upon  to  pay  our  share,  and  more  than  our  just  propor- 
tion. When  the  Legislature  met  and  we  saw  the  manner  in 
which  our  claims  were  being  treated,  my  idea  was  that  we 
should  at  once  appeal  to  the  Imperial  Privy  Council.  I  do 
not  believe  chat  we  shall  appeal  there  in  vain  if  this  treat- 
ment be  still  persisted  in.  I  think  we  can  easily  show  that 
we  have  been  treated  in  such  a  manner  that  it  would  be  tar 
better,  if  the  treatment  is  persisted  in,  that  we  should  cease  to 
be  a  member  of  Confederation.  I  do  not  want  to  say,  and  I 
shall  not  say  that  there  is  a  sentiment  in  Manitoba  in  favor  of 
annexation  to  the  country  south  of  us;  I  do  not  believe  that 
any  such  exists  extensively. 

I  believe  there  are  just  as  loyal  hearts  in  this  Province  as 
beneath  the  shades  of  St.  James'  Palace,  but  there  is  a  loyalty 
that  comes  home,  a  loyalty  to  ourselves  and  the  institutions 
under  which  we  live.  There  is  nothing  in  British  institutions 
bo  compel  people  to  sit  silently  under  such  treatment  as  this. 
I  thought  the  time  had  arrived  when  we  should  make  an  ap- 
peal beyond  those  people  at  Ottawa,  and  that  we  should  lay 
our  case  fully  at  the  foot  of  the  throne  and  see  if  British  in- 
stitutions required  of  us  t<>  sir  silently  under  such  a  state  of 
things  ;  and  1  believe  now  and  say  without  hesitation  that  we 
can  get  along  better  without  the  people  of  the  east  than  they 
can  without  us.  What  would  this  Dominion  be  without  Man- 
itoba and  the  Northwest  I  can  understand  the  motives  which 
impelled  those  men  who  framed  the  constitution  that  under  it 
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might  be  dealt  out  to  all  the  members  fair  play;  and  that  under 
it  might  be  bound  together  one  great  nation  extending  from 
the  shores  of  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific— I  can  understand 
that  sentiment,  but  how  can  it  be  successful  if  the  majority 
are  determined  to  grind  down  the  minority,  is  there  any  rea- 
son why  we  should  be  compelled  to  sit  quietly  under  it.  I  will 
illustrate  the  position  Manitoba  would  occupy  as  a  crown  col- 
ony, by  reference  to  the  tariff  that  we  pay  into  the  Dominion 
treasury  customs  duties  upon  goods  amounting  to  $1,500,000 
annually.  Some  will  tell  us  that  we  should  not  take  this  as  a 
correct  annual  estimate,  that  it  is  too  high,  because  they  say 
that  in  the  year  1  have  selected,  the  G  P.  R.  paid  a  large  por- 
tion of  this  amount ;  but,  sir,  I  maintain  that  instead  of  its 
being  too  high,  to  show  the  amount  actually  paid  by  our  peo- 
ple, it  is  below  the  mark — for  the  reason  that  we  pay  at  least 
fifty  per  cent,  more  on  goods  which  we  consume — which  are 
taken  out  of  bond  in  Ontario  and  Quebec.  This  will  far  more 
than  counterbalance  anything  paid  by v the  0.  P.  R,  and  of 
course  does  not  appear  in  our  favor,  but  it  is  credited  to  the 
two  provinces  named.  Now  what  does  this  show  ?  Assuming 
that  the  sum  T  have  mentioned  is  paid  upon  an  average  duty 
of  twenty -five  per  cent.  What  do  we  find,  sir,  with  the  esti- 
mates before  us  ?  That  we  could  relieve  the  people  from  two- 
thirds  of  the  taxes  paid  by  way  of  contribution  to  the  Domin- 
inion  Treasury,  and  run  the  affairs  of  the  Province  on  the  re- 
maining third  ;  or  in  other  words  by  levying  a  duty  of  eight 
per  cent.,  instead  of  twenty-five,  we  could  derive  from  this 
source  alone  a  sufficient  sum  to  meet  our  present  necessities. 
Again,  sir,  will  any  person  tell  me,  that  with  a  liberal  railway 
policy  a  few  years  ago,  when  capital  was  more  easily  obtained 
than  at  present,  if  then  we  had  been  allowed  the  free  exercise 
of  our  privilege  to  charter  lines  in  various  directions,  and  had 
been  allowed  the  use  of  resources  which  were  naturally  ours 
for  the  purpose  of  subsidizing  such  lines,  that  we  would  not 
have  had  to-day  a  perfect  network  of  railways  throughout  the 
Province,  and  might  soon  have  Lfound  ourselves  in  a  similar 
position  to  our  friends  to  the  south  of  us.     The   state  of  Miu- 
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uesota,  with  her  extensive  railway  system,  if  we  had  adopted 
their  system  of  taxing  railways,  we  might  now  be  deriving  a 
large  revenue  from  that  source.  In  that  state  upon  a  tax  of 
:>  per  cent,  upon  railway  earnings  they  receive  annually  some 
$600,000.  We  are  deprived  of  our  resources  and  told  that 
foreign  capital  shall  not  come  in  to  build  the  lines  of  railway 
we  so  much  need.  These  are  some  of  the  tributes  we  are  pay- 
ing to  the  srand  scheme  of  <  Jonfederation.  If  it  is  to  be  a  sue 
cess  there  must  be  more  than  sentiment  to  bind  it  together  and 
build  it  up;  there  must  be  as  well,  sir,  unity  of  interests. 

Yet    we  are  told  by  some  that  we  should    not  complain  ; 
but  lam  glad  to  find  they  are  but  few,  and    that    the    people 
and  their  representatives  have    at  last  become  united  upon    a 
common  demand  which  they  propose  to  make  in  the    interests 
of  the    country.     I  would  speak   with  a    voice  of  thunder  if  I 
could  as  a  warning  to  the  authorities  that  they  go  not  too  far, 
and  of  what  will  happen  if  they  resist  a  united  people  such  as 
we    have  in    Manitoba  to-day.     (Applause.)     We  are  told  h\ 
some  to  go  slow,  and  we  are  reminded  of  the  good  old  day    in 
Ontario,  when    our  fathers  went   into  the  forests,  and    began 
with  hoe  and  axe,  and  made   themselves  homes  ;    we    are  toid 
that  they  were  in  the  bush,  and  worked  among  the  stumps  for 
25  years  without  a  railwa}^.    We  will  tell  those  people  that  we 
have  a  country  more  easily  developed,  and  one    that  for  that 
reason  requires  more  at  the  start  to  develope  it.     We  do    n«>f 
propose  to  go  slowly.     We  did  not  ccuie    away  from    Ontario 
for  the  purpose  of  going  slow,  nor  with  any  idea  of  going  back 
a  half  a  century  in  the    march    of  civilization    and    general 
advancement,  that  has  been  made  since  the  days   of  our  boy- 
hood.     We  came  here  with  a  full  conviction  that  life  is  short. 
and  we  want  to  accomplish  as  much  as  we  can  and  take  advant- 
age of  all  the  improvements  made  since  those  days  to  develope 
Manitoba  as  rapidly  as  we  can  and  make  it  the  first    Province 
of  the    Dominion.     If  we  get  the  resources  we  ought  to  have, 
we  will  set  such  an  example  of  progress  before  the  other  IYo\ 
inces  as  will  astonish   them.      T  repeat  that    my  policy  was  to 
go  to  the  foot    of  the  throne,  but  as  we  have  in  the    despatch 
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another  indication  that  this  matter  will  be  taken  under  the 
serious  consideration  of  a  commission,  I  am  willing  that  they 
should  have  another  opportunity  ;  but  I  throw  out  these  ideas 
to  show  that  we  have  something  we  can  accomplish  in  another 
quarter  if  that  extreme  must  be  adopted.  The  estimates  before 
us  indicate  that  the  expenditure  of  die  Province  must  neces- 
sarily increase.  If  we  compare  it  with  that  of  last  year  or  the 
year  before,  we  shall  find  the  expense  continually  increasing, 
and  it  is  but  natural  that  it  should  be  so  for  a  time,  as  works 
of  various  kinds  have  to  be  undertaken.  Acomparative  state- 
ment of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  for  1882-3  will  show  in 
what  ratio  the  different  heads  have  increased:     Legislation, 

1882,  $23,870  5(5;   1883,    $30,119.69  ;  increase,    $6,243.13,    or 
nearly    30    per    cent.     Civil    Government,  1882,    $29,869.45  ; 

1883,  $54,918.29  ;  increase,  $25,048.84,  being  nearly  90  per 
cent.  Administration  of  justice,  1882,  $28,266,56  ;  1883,  $62,- 
178.08;  increase,  $35,911.52,  or  120  per  cent.  Education,  1882, 
$33,645,62;  1883,  $51,354.38  ;  increase.  $17,708.76,  or  over  50 
per  cent.  Drainage  increase  13  per  cent.  Government  aid, 
L882,  $16,436.78;  1883,  $54,042.42;  increase,  $38,605.64,  or 
225  per  cent.  Total,  1881,  $243,635  ;  1882,  $382,270  ;  1883, 
$506,399.  My  hon.  friend  thinks  that  the  estimates  have  now 
arrived  at  a  stationary  amount,  but  I  am  afraid  he  does  not 
Lake  exactly  the  correct  position. 

1  am  afraid  that  as  in  the  history  of  our  other  countries 
they  will  continue  to  increase  as  the  wants  and  numbers  of 
the  people  increase.  As  the  Premier  has  stated  to  get  a  great 
increase  of  population  under  existing  circumstances  is  not 
desirable.  Still,  the  Government  in  its  paternal  care  over  us 
continues  issuing  pamphlets  and  doing  what  it  can  to  induce 
people  to  come  here.  I  hope  the  Government  will  devise  some 
means  by  which  people  coming  here  may,  at  least  a  portion  of 
them,  be  retained  within  the  limits  of  the  Province.  The  0.  P. 
R.  has  been  built  so  fast  that  we  find  people  taking  the  rail- 
way and  going  to  the  west  of  us,  so  that  we  are  not  deriving 
the  benefit  we  should  get.  When  we  get  sufficient  resources 
the  Government  should  adopt  means  to  retain  a  certain  per- 
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centage  of  those  who  come,  as  we  have  a  Large  amount  <>f  vac- 
ant  lands,  and  as  speculators  are  willing  to  sell.  I  am  proud 
of  this  ultimatum,  because  it  contains  sentiments  which  I  have 
entertained  for  a  long  time.     lam  proud  we  have  putitasone 

of  tin;  rights  of  the  Province  of*  Manitoba  to  charter  lines  of 
railway  from  any  one  point  to  another  point,  except  as  limited 
by  the  Act  of  1881.  I  am  glad  the  Government  has  proposed 
to  call  attention  to  the  fact  of  the  high  duties  being  prejudicial 
to  the  interests  of  the  people  of  this  Province.  It  is  a  victory 
for  the  people  of  Manitoba  (because  there  is  no  mistaking  their 
sentiments)  that  they,  through  their  properly  qualified  repre- 
sentatives, have  expressed  themselves  unanimously,  without  a 
dissenting  voice,  in  favor  of  the  principles  enunciated  in  the 
Bill  of  Rights.  With  these  accorded  to  us,  as  they  must  be 
accorded,  we  will  show  here  a  Province  developed  as  no  other 
Province  has  developed.  As  history  has  repeated  itself,  so  we 
shall  have  a  people  raised  up  that  bye  and  bye  may  perhaps 
vanquish  their  more  southern  foes.     (Prolonged  applause). 
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